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Impact of Homelessness on Children 
and Youth 

 

 Over 1.35 million children 
experience homelessness each year.1 

 39% of the homeless population is 
comprised of children.2 

 42% of homeless children are under 
the age of five, and only 15% of 
these children are enrolled in 
preschool.2 

 Many homeless children lack basic 
school supplies and a reasonable 
environment to do homework.1 

 Unaccompanied youth faces these 
challenges and others without the 
support of a caring adult.1 

 

Impact on a Student’s Education  
 

 At least 20% of homeless students do 
not attend school.1 

 One in ten homeless students miss at 
least one month of school each year.3 

 Within a year, 41% of homeless 
children will attend two different 
schools; and 28% of homeless 
children will attend three or more 
different schools.1 

 With each school change, a student is 
set back academically on the average 
of four to six months.1 

 36% of homeless children have 
repeated a grade.2 

 14% of homeless children are 
diagnosed with a learning disability-
double the rate of other children.2 

 Homeless children suffer from 
emotional or behavioral problems 
that interfere with learning at 
almost three times the rate of other 
children.5 

 

Impact on Educational Outcomes 
 

 Homeless children are four times 
more likely to drop out of school.3 

 Homeless children are two times 
more likely to score lower on 
standardized tests.3 

 38% of the homeless population do 
not have a high school degree by the 
age of 18.2 

 50% of the homeless population 
report dropping out of school 
sometime during the course of their 
education.2 

 

 

Impact Related to Special Education  
 
 Homeless children are three times 

more likely to be placed in Special 
Education.3 

 
 50% of states report that students 

who are homeless and have 
disabilities may not receive the 
special education services to which 
they are entitled.1 

 
Barriers to address special 

education needs include:  
 Lack of identification as needing 

special education services; 1 
 Difficulty with diagnosis due to 

mobility and other stressors; 1 
 Lack of timely assessment, 

diagnosis, or service provisions; 1 
 Lack of continuity of services due 

to school transfers; 1 
 Lack of timely or efficient 

records transfer when enrolling 
in a new school; 1 

 Lack of available parent or 
surrogate to represent the child 
or unaccompanied youth.1 
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For more information, resources, or 
referrals, please contact: 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
Pupil Services and Attendance  
Homeless Education Program  
1430 South San Julian Street, 
Building 7 
Los Angeles, CA 90015  
Telephone: (213)765-2880 
Fax:  (213) 765-3867



 


